
     JULY 13, 2023  
PENN LAKE PARK BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

The Penn Lake Park Borough July Council meeting was held at the Penn Lake Park 
Community House. Council President Paul Rogan called the meeting to order at approximately 
7:59 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag followed by a statement that the meeting is 
streamed through the conferencing app., Gotomeeting, and is being recorded.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Tom Carter, Council President Paul Rogan, Council Members: John 
Burden, and Dan Eustice were present. Council Member Dave Longmore was remote. Council 
Vice President Shaun Kuter was remote but due to technical issues joined the meeting later. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

MINUTES:
Minutes from the June Council Meeting were distributed to council via email and posted on the
Penn Lake Borough website. The copies will be recorded as the official minutes and will be 
posted on the Borough’s website. A Motion to accept the June Council Meeting Minutes was 
made by Rogan, 2nd by Burden.
Roll Call: Rogan, Burden, Longmore, and Eustice, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion Carried.

TREASURERS REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  A Motion was made by Eustice, 2nd by Burden to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Roll Call: Eustice, Burden, Longmore, and Rogan, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion carried.

RECEIPTS/BILLS:
A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Eustice to pay the bills of $58,283.91 and to accept the 
receipts of $2,992,810.06. 
Roll Call: Rogan, Eustice, Burden, and Longmore, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion carried.
Rogan stated that the large amount in the recorded receipts was due to the drawn down of 
money in the amount of $2,840,000.00 from the Dam account at Luzerne Bank to the 
Borough’s PLGIT account where it will accrue interest.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS: None

CORRESPONDENCE:
A resident alerted the Borough via email of a clogged drain at 1715 Lakeview Dr. Council 
President Rogan responded informing the resident that the Borough had already placed an RFP 
on Penn Bid and added that the bidding is open until a few days before the August Council 
Meeting. 
The White Haven Community Library thanked the Borough for the $500 gift to support the 
Summer Food and Fun Program. 



       COMMITTEE REPORTS:

 MAYOR – Carter – Nothing to Report
SOLICITOR – Kristyn Giarrantano Jeckell – Nothing to Report.
ZONING – Two permits were issued: a garage at 1376 Lakeview Dr. and a generator at 1589 
Lakeview Dr.              
RECREATION– Kuter – No Report.
LAKE MANAGEMENT - Eustice – Both beaches are closed due to high E Coli counts. Weekly 
samples are taken at both beaches and results are received five to seven days later, however if the 
results exceed the 235 limits, the Borough is contacted the following day. Eustice reported that 
another sample was taken earlier in the day.   
GOOSE ABATEMENT – Kuter – No Report. Rogan asked residents to refrain from feeding the 
geese.
RTK/RECORDS –Burden – Nothing to Report.    
ROADS –Longmore – A Storm Drain cleaning bid request was posted and another request for 
bids was put out for pothole repair and crack sealing.
SEWERS – Rogan –Nothing to Report.
SHORT TERM RENTALS- Burden – One Short-Term Rental Permit application was denied for 
not meeting the criteria. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Abandoned Boats on Dam – Notices will be posted on both Borough bulletin boards informing 
owners that all water craft must be removed from the dam area. Any remaining water craft will be 
moved by the Borough to another location. 
Vote for Bladderwort Spraying – A survey performed by Natureworx determined that 10.9 acres 
need to be addressed for a cost of $6,104.00. A Motion was made by Eustice, 2nd by Burden to have
Natureworx spray 10.9 acres not to exceed $6,500.00.
Roll Call: Eustice, Burden, Longmore, and Rogan, all in favor, none opposed. 
Motion Carried. 
Code Enforcement – Will continue as Unfinished Business.
ARPA Funds – The proposed project at 54 Williams Dr. will begin when the vendor can find a new
bonding company as the prior company went out of business.
Speed Bumps/Humps – Will continue as Unfinished Business. 
Dam – June/July 2023

 6/14/2023-The Borough received verbal confirmation that the credit line was drawn down 
on June 10th.  Note that the account where the money was kept received zero interest.  The 
Borough is looking at the steps needed to move the money into the borough PLGIT dam 
account, where the money can earn interest.

 6/23/2023 PLPB Treasurer performed a wire transfer from the Luzerne Bank dam account to
the Borough’s PLGIT account.  The Dam Fund at the Luzerne account did not accrue 
interest, and the PLGIT rate is presently 4.95%, which amounts to approximately $400/day.

 6/30/2023-Drilling equipment is on-site in preparation for test borings scheduled for 7/10 
and 7/11.  Road closures may occur during that period.



 7/2/2023-The surveyor made revisions to the legal descriptions and maps for properties 
needing flowage easements.  

 7/5/2023-The Appraiser is making modifications to appraisals based on changes in flow 
area.  These changes were made based on changes made by Streamline, and only effect the 
Basler easement.

 7/7/2023-Eleven letters were mailed to property owners on record that may be incrementally
affected by the planned spillway improvements.  These letters with related return receipts, 
will be a component of the DEP permit application.

Each letter lists the PIN number of each property, and a color-coded map.  

The proposed repairs and improvements will allow the dam and spillway to safely handle flood events up
to the regulatory Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) event.

The PMF event is defined as the flood that may be expected from the most severe combination of critical 
meteorological and hydrologic conditions that are reasonably possible at Penn Lake. The PMF for Penn 
Lake Dam is estimated to be less frequent than the 10,000 year flood (i.e., less than a 0.01 percent 
chance of occurring in any given year.)

The enclosed map depicts the following:

 Property parcel boundaries as determined by a Registered Pennsylvania Professional Surveyor.
 The FEMA 100 year flood. Note that no changes to the 100-year flood elevation at your property will occur due to the 

proposed dam repairs or spillway improvements.
 The flood area during a PMF event with the existing, unimproved spillway.
 In deep purple, the incremental flooding to your property that would occur during a PMF event resulting from the proposed 

Penn Lake dam and spillway improvements.

 7/10/2023-DAG member Dan George and Councilman Rogan met with Attorney Giarratano 
for final discussions related to easements, appraisals for easements, and other related dam 
matters.  It was agreed that the 3 property owners currently in discussion with the Borough 
regarding drainage easements will be invited to the 7/13 work session.  Attorney Giarratano 
will have the legal material in the event that if any of the property owners are ready, the 
easements can be signed at that time.  The easement needed from Carolyn Basler (Florida) 
will be done thru the mail.  Attorney Giarratano is working on an access agreement with a 
property owner so that soil testing can be done.

 7/10/2023-→7/12/2023-ARM Group, the subcontractor to Streamline engineering, was on-
site to do test borings in the dam.  These borings are needed for the detailed design of the 
repairs to the dam.

 A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Kuter to issue checks for real estate easements and 
sign agreements with the affected property owners. 
Roll Call: Rogan, Kuter, Longmore, Eustice, and Burden, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion Carried.

 A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Eustice to pay Streamline Engineering for permitting 
and work in the amount of $16,983.53 and also to pay Kutz Appraisal $200 for additional 
appraisal work.

 Roll Call: Rogan, Eustice, Longmore, Kuter, and Burden, all in favor, none opposed.  
Motion carried.



NEW BUSINESS: 

Vote to Purchase Sewage Pumps – A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Longmore to purchase 
12 sewage pumps at $2,620.83 each from Sites Specific through the Co Stars Program.
Roll Call: Rogan, Longmore, Kuter, Eustice, and Burden, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion Carried. 
Vote to Adopt Resolution 2 – A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Eustice to adopt Resolution 2 
of 2023 to pursue Community Development Block Grant Funds for the purpose of correcting storm 
drainage problems and road deterioration. 
Roll Call: Rogan, Eustice, Kuter, Burden, and Longmore, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Residents’ comments included questions concerning water test results, 
collection of goose excrement, drain cleaning, properties impacted by the dam project, and dam 
easements. 

A Motion was made by Rogan, 2nd by Eustice to adjourn. 
Roll Call: Rogan, Eustice, Kuter, Longmore, and Burden, all in favor, none opposed.
Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:42 PM.

The next Council Meeting will be held on August 10, at 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Burden, Secretary


